Temporal threshold and response bias in the discrimination of empty intervals by cats.
Cat's differential duration threshold was investigated by the method of limits in a schedule of discrimination of empty durations. The standard stimulus was 4 sec long throughout the experiment. The comparison stimulus was reduced from 10 to 5 sec by 1 sec steps in successive blocks of 5 sessions. Standard and comparison stimuli, delimited by 50 msec auditory signals, were equiprobably distributed, in a random sequential order of presentation in each trial. After a 2 sec delay, an auditory signal indicated that reinforcement was available upon a response on one of two levers. Weber fractions around .25 were obtained. Strong response bias developed in most cats. Some consequences of the inhibition of responding induced by the procedure were considered.